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KYCO Mission

The Kentucky College of Optometry’s mission is to develop leaders in 
therapeutic optometry through innovative education and a commitment 
to caring for the underserved.



Ceremony Program

	 Prelude Music ..............................................................  Phillip Todd Westgate, D.M.A. 
. Professor of Music, University of Pikeville

Pianist

*	 Academic Processional...........................................................................Class of 2026
Kentucky College of Optometry

Adam Abuharus
Student Marshal, Class of 2027

Mallory Davis
Student Marshal, Class of 2027

	 Welcome................. Renee Reeder, O.D., FAAO, FBCLA, FSLS, FIACLE, DiplAAO
Dean, KYCO

*	 Invocation....................................................................................Rob Musick, Ph.D.
Campus Chaplain

	 Greetings from the University .........................................................Lori Werth, Ph.D.
Provost, University of Pikeville

	 Introduction of Keynote Speaker.......................... Donald Egan, O.D., FAAO, FNAP
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor of Optometry, KYCO

	 Keynote Address.....................................................................Michelle Cooper, O.D.
Immediate Past President, SECO International

. ~ White Coat Presentation  ~

Cliff Caudill, O.D., FAAO, FNAP
Associate Dean of Clinical Affairs

and Associate Professor of Optometry

Donald Egan, O.D., FAAO, FNAP
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and 

Professor of Optometry

	 KYCO Professional Conduct Pledge and Closing Remarks....................... Dr. Caudill

*	 Recessional............................................................................................Class of 2026

* Audience please stand, if able.



Keynote Speaker

Michelle Cooper, O.D.

Michelle Cooper graduated summa cum laude 
with a bachelor of science in biology from Auburn 
University. She then attended the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham, where she graduated cum 
laude with a Doctor of Optometry.

Cooper began practicing in Greenville, South 
Carolina, in 1994. She has served in various 
professional leadership positions, including 

president of the Piedmont Optometric Society and secretary-treasurer and 
president of the South Carolina Optometric Association. In addition, Cooper 
served on the board of directors for the American Optometric Association Political 
Action Committee and on the board of trustees for SECO. She is currently a 
member of the South Carolina Board of Examiners in Optometry. In 2000, 
Cooper was honored by being named South Carolina Young Optometrist of the 
Year. In addition to practicing optometry, she travels around the country teaching 
electronic medical records to fellow doctors and staff.

Dr. Cooper lives in Greer, South Carolina, with her two daughters, Meredith and 
Madeline, her son Johnny and their dog.



KYCO Class of 2026

Joseph E. Allotey
Elk Grove	, California	

Henry I.  Anderson
Green Bay, Wisconsin	

Zachary M. Austin
Saint Petersburg, Pennsylvania	

Joel Y. Baidoo
Arlington,	Texas	

Lauren E. Bailey
Concord, North Carolina	

Melissa D. Bartley
Jenkins, Kentucky	

Bryan K. Beals
Owensboro, Kentucky

Kacey D. Boatright
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma

Coat presented by Ronald Boatright, O.D. 

Alexander J. Bradley
Eagle Mountain, Utah	

Nicholas K. Brashear
Pikeville, Kentucky	

Jacob R. Brown
Jamestown, New York	

Fate L. Brunswick
Dublin, Ohio	

Hannah L. Budde
Buffalo, Minnesota

Coat presented by Steve Anderson, O.D. 

Shawn R. Busche
Fairmont, Minnesota

Coat presented by James Busche, O.D. 

Connor M. Chandler
Donalsonville, Georgia

Deanna N. Dale
Vansant, Virginia	

Carleigh Deitsch
Saint Henry, Ohio	

Jonathan D. Droke
Kingsport, Tennessee	

Caleb W. Gross
Somerset, Kentucky	

Robert J. Heavner
Knoxville,	 Maryland	

Taylor J. Herrell
Jenkins, Kentucky	

Alyssa M. Holland
Pikeville, Kentucky	

Amber J. Jackson
Clayton, North Carolina	

Jaret A. James
Forest Hills, Kentucky	

Colleen L. Johnston
Chesterton, Indiana	

Bruin Jones
London, Kentucky



KYCO Class of 2026

Kanika Khanna
Huntington Station, New York	

Dawson A. King
Wyandotte, Michigan

Amra Kopic
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

James A. LeMarr
Rose Hill, Virginia	

Devyn H. N. Mandala
Murphy, Texas	

Alyssa M. Mastriano
Palm City, Florida

Coat presented by Tatiana Mastriano, O.D.

Madison T. McBride
Cullman, Alabama	

Matthew R. McCall
Huntsville, Texas

Coat presented by Anne Ream, O.D.  
and John McCall, O.D. 

Jacob E. McCarter
Knoxville, Tennessee	

Alex McCuiston
Knoxville, Tennessee		

Norman M. Molina
Carlsbad, California

Coat presented by Julie Kang, O.D. 

James T. Morrison
Johnson City, Tennessee	

Diana T. Nguyen
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma	

Carolyn A. Ogle
Pearisburg, Virginia	

Julia Otman
Linden, Michigan	

Wesley G. Qualls
Harrodsburg, Kentucky

Bryan Ramirez
Apple Valley, California	

Lauren J. Richey
Anadarko, Oklahoma	

Anna E. Rowe
Irvine, Kentucky	

Haleigh M. Shelton
Midland, Texas	

Kevin M. Smith
Penn Yan, New York	

Patrick B. Stone
Waynesville, Ohio

Mitchel R. Taylor
Laramie, Wyoming	

Austin D.O. Thomas
Milton, Florida

Savannah	L. Upshaw
Mansfield, Georgia	

Joshua C. Weller
Atwater, Illinois	

Kenaniah A. Williamson
New Castle, Indiana



KYCO Professional Conduct Pledge

With full deliberation I freely and solemnly pledge that:

I WILL ensure that all persons have access to eye, vision, and general health care in 
an environment of faith, social justice and human dignity

I WILL provide care that is consistent with established clinical practice guidelines 
based on the latest scientific knowledge and procedures

I WILL remain current with the prevailing scope of practice and standards of care 
to benefit my patients

I WILL respect the rights of my patients to be active participants in decisions 
affecting their health care

I WILL inform patients or their legal guardian about the patient’s health care and 
health care options

I WILL hold in confidence all protected health and other personal information

I WILL conduct myself with good character in all my actions to build trust and 
respect with patients, the public and colleagues



Sponsors


